Staging in cholesteatoma surgery.
The closed technique is the treatment of choice for middle ear cholesteatoma in the opinion of the author. Several interventions may be required. At the onset, the purpose of the systematic second stage procedure was to verify the absence of any residual cholesteatoma. Experience has shown that the interest of this second intervention lies equally in the opportunity to observe the evolution of the otitis disease process, and the tubal status and in the possibility of restoring transmission under optimal conditions, thanks in particular to the utilization of thick silastic sheeting. This technique necessitates, however, a long-term follow-up. On occasion, a third intervention may be required. Despite the iterative nature of this surgery, it should be considered as a form of a logical progression offering the best chances of a successful anatomic and functional outcome for the patient.